Muto ergo sum. Hepatitis B and the forces of evolution.
The hepatitis B virus (HBV) polymerase has no editing function and thus frequently transcribes its template incorrectly to result in viral variants that go under the name of "mutants." These mutants may be viewed as part of a continuing Darwinian evolution of HBV with some survival benefit. They also result in unusual extrahepatic manifestations of HBV infection, which will doubtless continue to divert the hepatologist.